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'HDU�UHDGHU��ILUVW�RI�DOO��,�ZDQW�WR�HVWDEOLVK�WKH�EDVLFV�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��:KHQ�LQWHUDFWLQJ�IRU�WKH�

ILUVW�WLPH��VWUDQJHUV�DGGUHVV�HDFK�RWKHU�DV�0UV��0UV��RU�0LVV��,�VLQFHUHO\�GHVLUH�WR�EH�DV�FORVH�DV�SRVVLEOH�

WR�HYHU\RQH�ZKR�WRXFKHV�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�FRQYH\HG�LQ�WKLV�ERRN��7KHUHIRUH��ZLWK�DOO� ORYH�DQG�UHVSHFW�� ,�

DVN�IRU�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�DGGUHVV�\RX�DV�VLPSO\�DQG�RSHQO\�DV�SRVVLEOH��6LQFHUHO\�WKDQN�\RX��

7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKLV�ERRN�LV�WR�KHOS�WKRVH�ZKR�ZDQW�WR�FUHDWH�D�KDSS\�OLIH�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV��,I�\RX�DUH�

UHDGLQJ�WKLV�ERRN�LW�PHDQV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�\RXU�OLIH�WKDW�\RX�QHHGHG�WR�ORRN�IRU�VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�

FDOO�KDSSLQHVV��%XW�ZKDW�LV� WKH�KDSSLQHVV"�'R�ZH�HYHQ�NQRZ�ZKR�LV�WKH�SHUVRQ�ZH�DUH�WU\LQJ�WR�PDNH�

KDSS\"�:KR�LV�WKDW�SHUVRQ�ZH�QHHG�WR�JLYH�WKDW�JLIW�RI�KDSSLQHVV"�$QG�ZKDW¶V�LQ�WKDW�JLIW"�7KH�GHHSHU�

ZH�GHOYH�LQWR�WKHVH�TXHVWLRQV��WKH�PRUH�GLIILFXOW�LW�VHHPV�WR�JHW�WKH�DQVZHUV��(YHU\WKLQJ�VHHPV�NLQG�RI�

ILQH��ZH�DUH�OLYLQJ�RXU�OLYHV��ZH�DUH�DOLYH��ZH�KDYH�LQFRPH��URRI�RYHU�RXU�KHDGV��EXW�\HW�VRPHWKLQJ�LV�QRW�

TXLWH�ULJKW��VRPHWKLQJ�LV�PLVVLQJ��:KHUH�GRHV�WKLV�VHQVH�RI�HPSWLQHVV�FRPH�IURP"�

(YHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�,�KDYH�ZULWWHQ�LQ�WKLV�ERRN��,�KDYH�H[SHULHQFHG��OLYHG�WKURXJK��DQG�WHVWHG�LQ�SUDFWLFH�

P\VHOI��)RU�D�ORQJ�WLPH��VDPH�DV�PDQ\�RWKHUV��,�DOZD\V�NQHZ�ZKR�KDG�WR�IL[�P\�OLIH��:KR�HOVH�LI�QRW�0(�

0<6(/)"�6R�,�ZDV�IL[LQJ�LW��+RZHYHU��RYHU�WLPH��,�QRWLFHG�WKDW�WKH�EXUGHQ�RI�OLIH�ZDV�JHWWLQJ�KHDYLHU�

DQG� KHDYLHU�� OLIH�ZDV� JHWWLQJ�PRUH� DQG�PRUH� FRPSOLFDWHG�� )URP� WLPH� WR� WLPH� ,� VWRSSHG� WR� WKLQN� KRZ�

ZRQGHUIXO�LW�ZDV�WR�EH�D�FKLOG�<RX�JLYH�\RXU�KDQG�WR�\RXU�GDG�DQG�\RX�DUH�IUHH��-XPSLQJ�SXGGOHV�DQG�

SOD\LQJ�FDUHOHVVO\��1R�ZRUULHV��<RX�MXVW�OLYH�IUHHO\��,Q�FKLOGKRRG��ZH�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�KRZ�WKLQJV�VKRXOG�EH��

VR�ZH�GLGQ¶W�HYHQ�WKLQN�ZKHWKHU�LW�ZDV�JRRG�RU�EDG��,Q�FKLOGKRRG�ZH�DOO�DUH�IUHH��%XW�D�SHUVRQ�JURZV�DQG�

PDNHV�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�UXOHV��7KH�ILUVW�UXOHV�DUH�SDVVHG�RQ�WR�XV�E\�RXU�SDUHQWV��GR�WKLV��GRQ¶W�GR�WKDW��WKLV�

LV� DOORZHG� DQG� WKLV� LV� IRUELGGHQ�� :H� JURZ� DQG� IHHO� KRZ� OLIH� JHWV� PRUH� FRPSOLFDWHG�� 7URXEOHV� DQG�

WHQVLRQV�VWDUW�WR�DULVH��

<RX�VWDUW�WR�WKLQN�WKHQ��LV�WKLV�ULJKW�RU�ZURQJ"�:LOO�P\�SDUHQWV�DQG�P\�WHDFKHUV�OLNH�LW"�:LOO�,�VXFFHHG�

RU�QRW"�

2QH�GD\�,�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�,¶YH�EHFRPH�FRPSOHWHO\�FRQIXVHG�� ,W�VHHPHG�WR�PH�WKDW�,�MXVW�QHHG�WR�VROYH�

WKLV�RQH�SUREOHP��DQG�P\�LQFRPH�ZLOO�LQFUHDVH�WKHQ�L�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�EH�IUHH��<HW�ZLWK�LQFUHDVHG�LQFRPH�

P\�H[SHQVHV�KDYH�DOVR�LQFUHDVHG�� � ,�KDYH�HYHQ�PRUH�WKLQJV�WR�ZRUU\�DERXW�ZLWKRXW�HYHQ�NQRZLQJ�LW��,�

FUHDWHG�D�PRQVWHU��D�PDJLF�GUDJRQ�RI�GHVLUHV��DQG�,�EHJDQ�WR�VLQN�LQWR�GHVSDLU�WU\LQJ�WR�ILJKW�LW��,�ZRXOG�
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VDWLVI\�RQH�RI�P\�ZLVKHV��DQG�WKUHH�RU�IRXU�ZRXOG�DSSHDU�LQ�LWV�SODFH��$V�LQ�WKDW�IDLU\�WDOH��ZKHQ�\RX�FXW�

RII�WKH�KHDG�RI�WKH�GUDJRQ��DQG�WKUHH�QHZ�RQHV�JURZ�LQVWHDG��,¶YH�VWDUWHG�WR�UXQ�RXW�RI�PRQH\�WR�VDWLVI\�

P\�GHVLUHV��7HQVLRQ�ZDV�EXLOGLQJ�XS�DW�ZRUN��,�EURXJKW�WKDW�WHQVLRQ�WR�P\�IDPLO\�DQG�DIWHU�VRPHWLPH�LW�

VWDUW�DIIHFWLQJ�P\�KHDOWK����

,�UHDOL]HG�,�KDG�FRPSOHWHO\�ORVW�P\�KDUPRQ\��,�VWDUWHG�WR�ZDWFK�WKH�ZRUOG�PRUH�FORVHO\�DQG�VDZ�WKDW�

HYHU\WKLQJ� DURXQG� KDSSHQV� KDUPRQLRXVO\��$IWHU�ZLQWHU� FRPHV� VSULQJ�� DIWHU� WKH� VSULQJ� ±� VXPPHU��%XW�

WKHUH�LV�QR�KDUPRQ\�LQ�P\�OLIH��6SULQJ�FRPHV�DQG�,�GRQ¶W�IHHO�LW��6XPPHU�FRPHV��EXW�,�DP�FROG��,�IHHO�

EDG��7KHUH¶V�WHQVLRQ�LQVLGH�PH��,�VWDUW�WR�WKLQN��ZKDW�LV�LW"�:K\�LQ�QDWXUH�HYHU\WKLQJ�LV�VR�EDODQFH�EXW�\HW�

LQ�P\� KHDG� LWV� FKDRV"�:KR� LV� LQ� FKDUJH� RI� WKH� QDWXUH"�:K\� QR� RQH� LV�PDNLQJ� VXUH� ,� KDYH� WKH� VDPH�

KDUPRQ\�LQ�P\�OLIH"�

:KHQ�,�VWDUWHG�UDLVLQJ�WKHVH�TXHVWLRQV�VRPHWKLQJ�YLEUDWHG�LQVLGH�RI�PH��,�IHOW�D�VKXGGHU�FRPLQJ�IURP�

ZLWKLQ��,�IHOW�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�VRPHWKLQJ��VRPHWKLQJ�LV�UHDFWLQJ��,�WKRXJKW��LI�WKHUH�LV�VRPHWKLQJ��PD\EH�WKDW�

VRPHWKLQJ�ZLOO�KHOS�PH"�

,�GLGQ¶W�ILQG�WKH�DQVZHUV�WKHQ��EXW�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�VWDUWHG�WR�FRPH�LQ��,�VWDUW�QRWLFLQJ�ERRNV�,�KDYH�QRW�

VHHQ�EHIRUH�� VHPLQDUV� L� KDYHQ¶W�KHDUG�RI�� ,� ILJXUH� WKDW� WKHUH�DUH� VHOI�LPSURYHPHQW� WHFKQLTXHV� WKDW�ZLOO�

KHOS� WR� IL[� HYHU\WKLQJ�� :LWK� WKH� JUHDWHVW� HQWKXVLDVP� ,� UXVKHG� WR� KDQGOH� HYHU\WKLQJ� DJDLQ�� ,� FDQ� GR�

HYHU\WKLQJ�0<6(/)��

,� VWDUWHG� WKH� ILJKW� ZLWK� P\VHOI�� WKH� UDFH� DJDLQVW� HYHU\WKLQJ� DURXQG� PH�� ,� GRQ
W� NQRZ� KRZ� PDQ\�

WHFKQLTXHV� ,� WULHG� RYHU� WHQ� \HDUV�� EXW� ,� DOZD\V� ZDQWHG� VRPHWKLQJ� PRUH�� VRPHWKLQJ� QHZ�� 7KH� EHVW�

NQRZOHGJH�XOWLPDWHO\�YDQLVKHG�ZLWKRXW�EHLQJ�PDWHULDOL]HG��

:KDW� UHVXOWV� GLG� ,� DFKLHYH"� (YHU\WKLQJ� WKDW� FDXVHG� WHQVLRQ� LQ� PH� ,� SXVKHG� VRPHZKHUH� GHHS� LQWR�

P\VHOI�� 7KLQJV� VHHPHG� WR� EH� DV� LI� JHWWLQJ� EHWWHU�� %XW� LW� ZDV� VHOI�GHFHSWLRQ�� 7KH� GD\� FDPH� ZKHQ�

HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�,�KDG�WXFNHG�GHHSO\�LQWR�P\VHOI�IHVWHUHG�DQG�FDPH�RXW�ZLWK�VXFK�IRUFH�WKDW�LW�WRUH�RII�DOO�

WKH�PDVNV�� ,� VDZ� FOHDUO\� WKDW� ,� KDG�EHFRPH�QHLWKHU�EHWWHU�QRU� FDOPHU�RU�PRUH�KDUPRQLRXV�� ,� IHOW� XWWHU�

KHOSOHVVQHVV��,�UHDOL]HG��,�DP�LQFDSDEOH�WR�PDQDJH�P\�RZQ�OLIH��,Q�WKDW�PRPHQW�WKH�VWUXJJOH�ZLWK�P\VHOI�

IDGHG�RXW��,�MXVW�UHOD[HG�LQ�GHVSDLU�EHFDXVH�,�QR�ORQJHU�NQHZ�ZKDW�WR�GR�QH[W���,W�ZDV�WKLV�VWDWH�RI�PLQH�

WKDW� OHG�PH� WR�KHDU� WKH�GHFLVLYH�ZRUGV�RI� WKH� WHDFKHU�ZKLOH�DWWHQGLQJ� DQRWKHU� VHPLQDU��EHFDXVH�RI� WKH�

VHOI�VWUXJJOH�,�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�KHDU�LW�EHIRUH����6HHN�*RG��<RX�ZLOO�QHYHU�WDNH�FDUH�RI�OLIH�\RXUVHOI´��

,�GLGQ¶W�EHOLHYH�LQ�DQ\WKLQJ��EXW�,�VDZ�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�SHRSOH�DURXQG�ZKR�DUH�IHHOLQJ�UHDOO\�JRRG��$QG�WKH\�

ZHUH� FRPSOHWH�ZLWK�QDWXUH�� �%XW� ,� DP�D� FRPSOHWH� IDLOXUH��$W� WKDW� WLPH� ,� VDLG�� ³7KDW¶V� LW�� ,� JLYH�XS�� ,I�

VRPHRQH� LV� XS� WKHUH�� LI� \RX� FDQ� KHOS� PH�� SOHDVH� KHOS� PH�´� 6RRQ� WKH� WUXWK� SUHDFKHG� DQG� WKH� +RO\�
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6FULSWXUHV�ZDV�FRQILUPHG�LQ�P\�OLIH��NQRFN�DQG�WKH�GRRU�ZLOO�EH�RSHQHG�WR�\RX��DVN�DQG�LW�ZLOO�EH�JLYHQ�

WR� \RX�� VHHN�� DQG� \RX�ZLOO� ILQG�� ,Q�P\�GHHS� VWDWH�RI�HTXDQLPLW\� FDPH�P\� LQQHU� VSLULWXDO� JXLGH�� ,� IHOW�

LQILQLWH�FRQILGHQFH�LQ�KLP��,�JDYH�LQ�FRPSOHWHO\��,�ZDV�UHERUQ�LQ�WKDW�PRPHQW�� �7RGD\�,�FDOO� LW� WKH�WUXH�

ELUWK�RI�D�PDQ��7KHQ�,�EHJDQ�WR�UHFHLYH�DQVZHUV�WR�WKH�HVVHQWLDO�TXHVWLRQV��:K\�GRHV�WKH�EHVW�NQRZOHGJH�

IURP�WKH�EHVW�WHDFKHUV�GLH"�:K\�RQO\�WZR�SHUFHQW�RI�SHRSOH��LV�OHDUQLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�QHZ��SUDFWLFH�LW�RQ�D�

GDLO\�EDVLV��DQG�RQO\�WKRVH�WZR�SHUFHQW�JHW�D�FKDQFH�WR�EH�KDSS\"�:KDW�ZDV�RSHQHG�WR�PH�GHHS�LQ�P\�

KHDUW�FDPH�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�WLWOH�7KH�.H\�RI�+DSS\�/LIH��,�UHFHLYHG�WKH�DQVZHU��DIWHU�ZKLFK�,�VWDUWHG�GRLQJ�

ZKDW� ,� DP� VKDULQJ�ZLWK� \RX� WRGD\��7KDW¶V�ZKHQ�P\� H\HV� RSHQHG�� ,� JDLQHG� VLJQLILFDQW� SHUFHSWLRQ� DQG�

NQRZOHGJH��DQG�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�D�VWURQJ�LQQHU�VWLPXOXV�WR�SDVV�LW�RQ�WR�RWKHUV��%XW�KRZ�WR�ILQG�WKH�WLPH�

IRU�WKDW"�,�VDLG��³2K�/RUG�,�DP�WKH�RZQHU�RI�WKH�FRPSDQ\�DQG�,�DP�DQ�H[SHUW�DQG�FRQVXOWDQW�LQ�EXLOGLQJ�

LQVXODWLRQ��,�OHDG�VHPLQDUV�IRU�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV�DQG�FRQWUDFWRUV��<RX�KDYH�DOUHDG\�WDXJKW�PH�WR�GR�WKLV��%XW�

KRZ�ZLOO�,�KDYH�WLPH�WR�GR�DOO�WKLV"´�

$QG�ULJKW�WKHQ�D�PLUDFOH�KDSSHQHG��,W�RQO\�WRRN�WKUHH�GD\V�DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZDV�UHVROYHG��0\�GHSXW\��D�

JUHDW� IULHQG� RI�PLQH��ZLWK�ZKRP�ZH�KDG�ZRUNHG� WRJHWKHU� IRU� WZHOYH� \HDUV� DQG� QHYHU�KDG� IDOOHQ� RXW��

EURXJKW�D�UHVLJQDWLRQ�QRWLFH��³,�FDQ¶W�ZRUN�ZLWK�\RX�DQ\PRUH�EHFDXVH�\RXU�VSRQWDQHRXV�GHFLVLRQV�PDNH�

WKH�ZRUN�QR�ORQJHU�SOHDVDQW��±�KH�DGPLWWHG��<RXU�GHFLVLRQV�KDYH�EHFRPH�YHU\�VWUDQJH��<RX�VD\�±�JR�DQG�

GR�LW��%XW�KRZ�FDQ�WKLV�EH�GRQH�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�DQDO\VLV��ZLWKRXW�DQ\�FDOFXODWLRQV"´�,�VXGGHQO\�UHDOL]HG��KH�

KDV� WR� UXQ� WKH�FRPSDQ\�� ³'RQ¶W� ORRN� IRU� DQ\WKLQJ�� -XVW� WDNH� LW� DQG� OHDG� LW�� DIWHU�DOO�� \RX�KDYH�EHHQ� LQ�

FKDUJH�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ�LQ�WKLV�FRPSDQ\�IRU�VR�PDQ\�\HDUV´��±�,�VDLG��7KDW�PLQXWH�P\�UHDO�OLIH�VWDUWHG��,�JRW�

WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�GR�ZKDW�LV�PHDQW�IRU�PH��,�JRW�WKH�FKDQFH�WR�DZDNHQ�VRXOV�IRU�KDSSLQHVV��

7KH� VHULHV� RI� IRXU� VHPLQDUV� ³7KH� .H\� RI� +DSS\� /LIH´� ZDV� ERUQ� LQ� VRPHKRZ� LQFUHGLEO\� IUHH��

KDUPRQLRXV�DQG�VLPSOH�ZD\��,�GLGQ¶W�FUHDWH�WKHP��WKH\�MXVW�IRXQG�H[SUHVVLRQ�WKURXJK�PH��:KDW�LV�EHLQJ�

WDXJKW� LQ� WKHVH� VHPLQDUV"� 7KH� IXQGDPHQWDOV�� EDVLF� NQRZOHGJH� OHDGLQJ� WR� D� XQLTXH� FRPSRVLWH� RI�

SHUFHSWLRQV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV��ZLWKRXW�LW�DOO�RWKHU�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�WHFKQLTXHV�ZHDNHQ�DQG�HYHQ�OHDG�WR�HQHUJ\�

ORVV�� ,W� LV�D�FRQVLVWHQW�� FRKHVLYH�� UHDVRQHG��FRPSOHWH� V\VWHP�RI�NQRZOHGJH� WKDW�RSHQV� WR� WKH�PLQG� WKH�

SRVVLELOLWLHV�WR�VHH�D�GLIIHUHQW�UHDOLW\�RI�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�ZRUOG�DQG�LWVHOI��7KLV�YHU\�NQRZOHGJH�KHOSV�WR�

JHW�D�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�REWDLQHG�LQ�RWKHU�VHPLQDUV�DQG�WR�DSSO\�LW�LQ�UHDO�OLIH��6XFK�

QHZ�VHHLQJ�DOORZV�XV�WR�WDNH�QHZ�VWHSV�LQWR�OLIH��ZKLFK�LV�GRPLQDWHG�E\�LQQHU�SHDFH�DQG�FRPSOHWHQHVV��

VLQFHULW\�DQG�JUDWLWXGH��IRUJLYHQHVV�DQG�WUXVW��SK\VLFDO�KHDOWK�DQG�YLWDOLW\��7KHVH�VHPLQDUV�DUH�LQWHUUHODWHG�

DQG� IRUP� DQ� RYHUDOO� VHW� RI� NQRZOHGJH� QHHGHG� IRU� IXWXUH� FKDQJH�� VR� LW¶V� ZRUWK� OHDUQLQJ� HYHU\WKLQJ� LQ�

VHTXHQFH��
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6R�KHUH�,�DP�FRQYH\LQJ�WR�\RX�D�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�PHVVDJH��ZLWKRXW�LW�,�KDYH�UXLQHG�P\�OLIH�DQG�QRZ�,�

FDQ�FOHDUO\�VHH�KRZ�PDQ\�RWKHUV�DUH�GRLQJ�WKH�VDPH��

:LWKRXW�WKH�.H\�RI�+DSS\�/LIH��DQ\�SUDFWLFH�EHFRPHV�LQHIIHFWLYH�RU�HYHQ�GHVWUXFWLYH��DQ\�SDWK�OHDGV�

WR�URXWLQH�DQG�VWDOHPDWH��DQG�OHDGV�WR�FULVLV��<RXU�OLIH�ZLOO�QRW�OHDG�WR�SHDFH�DQG�FRPSOHWHQHVV�XQWLO�WKH�

.H\� RI�+DSS\�/LIH�ZLOO� EHFRPH� WKH� HVVHQFH� RI� \RXU� GDLO\� URXWLQH��:LWKRXW� WKH�.H\� RI�+DSS\� /LIH��

KXPDQ�LV�QRW�ERUQ�IRU�UHDO�OLIH��+H�RQO\�H[LVWV�RQ�WKH�MRXUQH\�WR�GHDWK��

1RZ�LW�PD\�VHHP�WR�\RX�WKDW�,�JLYH�WRR�PXFK�LPSRUWDQFH�WR�P\VHOI��%XW�WKLV�NQRZOHGJH�LV�QRW�IURP�

PH��+RZ�D�SHQFLO�ZLWK�ZKLFK�WKH�SRHW�ZURWH�WKH�SRHP��FDQ�EH�SURXG�RI�LWVHOI"�,�RQO\�SDVV�RQ�ZKDW�KDV�
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